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1805-13
Tocqueville is tutored by Abbé Christian Lesueur, a conservative priest with Jansenist leaning who had been Hervé de Tocqueville's tutor.
1820
Tocqueville joins his father in Metz and enters the Lycé e.
1824-26
Tocqueville studies Roman law, the Napoleonic civil code, civil and criminal procedure, and criminal law, receiving his degree in 1826.
1827
In April, Tocqueville is appointed a juge auditeur (apprentice judge) at the tribunal in Versailles.
1828
Tocqueville moves into an apartment in Versailles with Gustave de Beaumont, a lawyer at the tribunal of Versailles. During the year, he meets and falls in love with Mary (''Marie'') Mottley, an English woman of middle-class origin. Protests against the July ordinances in Paris lead to three days of street fighting (''les trois glorieuses'') from July 27 to July 29.
Tocqueville takes the oath of loyalty required of public officials on August 16 and repeats it in October, chilling relations with some members of his pro-Bourbon family.
In October, he and Beaumont petition the minister of the interior to send them to the United States to study the American penitentiary system.
1831-32
On April 2, 1831, they sail from Le Havre on an American ship, and on May 9 they land at Newport, Rhode Island. Birmingham, Manchester, and Liverpool, investigating the growth of industrialization and urban poverty, before traveling to Ireland in early July.
On October 26, he marries Marie Mottley. As a commoner and a foreigner, and a woman nine years older than her husband, Marie is never fully accepted by the Tocqueville family, although she has formally abjured Protestantism and fervently embraced Catholicism.
1836
After his mother's death, Tocqueville is given the châ teau de Tocqueville, uninhabited since the Revolution, and also the title of Comte, which he will never use. With the châ teau he also receives land that will provide most of his income.
At the request of John Stuart Mill, Tocqueville writes L'é tat social et politique de la France avant et aprè s 1789, his first study of the Old Regime.
1837
Tocqueville publishes two unsigned letters on Algeria in the newspaper La Presse de Seine-etOise, June 23 and August 22, expressing the hope that French colonists will be able to coexist peacefully with the Arabs in Algeria.
He runs for election to the Chamber of Deputies, but on November 4 loses in the second round of voting.
1838
Tocqueville is elected to the Acadé mie des sciences morales et politiques on January 6.
1839
On March 2, Tocqueville takes his seat in the Chamber of Deputies as deputy for Valognes.
Guadeloupe, French Guiana, and the Isle of Bourbon (Ré union), calling for the immediate emancipation of all slaves, the payment of an indemnity to the slave owners, and a state-guaranteed wage for the freedmen during a transitional period.
1840
The second volume of De la dé mocratie en Amé rique is published by Gosselin on April 20. (A translation by Reeve appears in London simultaneously, and is published in New York with a preface by Spencer later in the year.)
1841
Tocqueville travels to Algeria with his brother Hippolyte and friend Gustave de Beaumont.
1842
In his inaugural speech at the Acadé mie Franç aise, Tocqueville denounces Napoleonic legend. On July 9, he is reelected to the Chamber.
1843
In January, Tocqueville publishes in Le Siè cle six unsigned letters in which he accuses ''unprincipled'' politicians of killing liberty while speaking in its name. Tocqueville has increasingly come to see Guizot as the leader of a centralizing, manipulative, and corrupt ministry and believes former prime minister Thiers to be equally unscrupulous.
From October to December, Tocqueville publishes another series of six unsigned articles in Le Siè cle calling for slave emancipation in the French colonies.
During the fall, he works on a study of British rule in India begun in 1840 (it is never finished). 
1847
In the winter session of the Chamber, Tocqueville and a few parliamentary friends fail in their attempt to create a ''young left'' party of ''the really honest men'' with a program to end corruption and reduce the burden of taxation on the poor. Tocqueville submits two reports on Algeria to the Chamber in late May criticizing the failure of the government to establish effective political, legal, and administrative institutions in the colony.
1848
In a speech to the Chamber on January 27, Tocqueville warns of growing popular discontent.
After the government prohibits a political banquet, demonstrations begin in Paris on February 22 that quickly turn into a popular revolution. Prohibited by the constitution from seeking a second term, Louis-Napoleon Bonaparte stages a military coup d'é tat on December 2. Tocqueville is arrested, along with more than 200 protesting members of the Assembly, and is held in jail until December 4.
1852
Tocqueville resigns from the Conseil gé né ral of the Manche to avoid having to swear allegiance to the new regime and retires from political life.
On December 2, Louis-Napoleon Bonaparte becomes Napoleon III as the Second Empire is proclaimed.
1853
With his health failing, Tocqueville settles in the Loire Valley, and in nearby Tours he reads the files of the royal administration of the province of Touraine.
1854
Tocqueville decides to devote a full volume to the causes of the Revolution. After learning German, he goes with Marie to Bonn in June to research feudalism in Germany. 
